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Addressing the root cause: intercepting HPV infection to prevent HPV-induced cancers
Dear Colleagues,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, Janssen announced it has entered a definitive worldwide collaboration and license agreement with Bavarian Nordic to leverage their MVA-BN® technology, jointly with our own AdVac® technology, to develop and commercialize a heterologous prime-boost vaccine to treat and intercept Human Papillomavirus (HPV) chronic infections which can lead to cancer.   	Comment by Collins, Ronan [JACGB]: Link to PR
Despite a recent focus on the prevention of infection for certain HPV types, a large population remains at risk of HPV-induced cancers.  The goal is to develop a therapeutic vaccine which aims to intercept HPV infection-related disease, particularly in women and men who are diagnosed with HPV early.  Leveraging the prime boost approach, which we are also using in our promising Ebola vaccine program, we endeavor to enhance the ability of the immune system to treat chronic HPV infections and prevent progression to cancer.  
HPV-related cancers, which occur when a chronic infection of some HPV types cause changes to infected cells, are responsible for more than 650 thousand cases globally each year.  HPV is the primary cause of cervical cancer and certain types of head and neck cancer, in addition to several rare cancers.  
We would like to congratulate everyone involved in this announcement for their bold vision and extend our heartfelt thanks for realizing this new collaboration, which we hope will advance human health for millions around the world. 
Best regards,

Paul				Joaquin

